
• Allow the landscape, rather than the buildings to remain the 
dominant feature. 

Height 
• Buildings should	 not exceed the height of mature trees in 

their immediate vicinity and should not protrude above the 
treetops as seen from the road. 

Color 
• Consider color - natural	 or historic colors such as browns 

and grays tend to blend into the landscape. Brighter colors 
tend to stand out and contrast with the natural settings 
(especially on buildings set high on a hill). 

LANDSCAPING 
Buffers 
• A buffer of mature trees at the north and west of the house 

site provide a wind break. 

Erosion Control 
• Erosion control is very important. Stake haybales on the 

downside of construction to prevent silting of streams and 
ponds. 

Plants and lawns 
• Stockpile plants removed from the construction site for later 

use. It could save a considerable amount of cost for plant 
material. 

• Minimize the amount of lawn. 

OUTBUILDINGS AND FENCING 
Outbuildings 
• Often larger properties require numerous buildings. Cluster 

these buildings (house, barns, sheds) together. Retain larger 
blocks of unbuilt land consistent with surrounding land use 
patterns. 

Fencing 
• Fencing that is normal and customary in the immediate 

vicinity, such as wire, three or four board, 
and post and rail is recommended. 

•	 Chain link fencing should not be used on the perimeter of a 
property. 

• Stockade or other privacy fencing should be limited in 
quantity and used only around those areas that require pri­
vacy. It is not recommended along the sides of the road 
which could impair scenic views. 

DRIVEWAYS AND UTILITIES 
Driveways 
• Driveways should follow the natural contour of the land. 
• Driveways should	 be located along the edges of fields and 

forests and at least 100 feet from ponds, streams or other 
water bodies. 

• Avoid building driveways in wet areas. 
• Well planned drainage will prevent erosion and washouts. 
• Avoid paving a driveway.	 Let the water be easily re­

a bsorbed into the earth. 
• Keep the driveway on one side, rather than in the middle of 

a site. 
• Retain trees along the driveway edge to keep it inconspicu­

ous from off-site. 
• Make sure that the driveway width is narrower than the 

road it accesses. 
• Driveways should focus on the front door - "the entrance" ­

and then turn away. 

Parking Areas 
• Parking areas should	 be to the side of the building rather 

than directly in front. 

Utilities 
• Locate utilities next to the driveway and underground when 

possible. 

PERMITS AND TAX EXEMPTION 
Permits 
• Check with your local building department about building 

codes that govern the construction of buildings and drive­
ways. 

local Tax Exemption Programs 

AgriCUlture 
•	 You may be eligible to receive a local tax exemp­

tion for keeping your property in agricultural use 
under the Agricultural Districts Law. 

Forestry 
•	 You may be eligible for a local tax exemption for 

keeping your property intact and in forest use 
under the Forest Tax Act - 480 A program. 

For more details on these programs, 
contact the Dutchess Land Conservancy. 



Dutchess Land Conservancy 
2908 Route 44 
Millbrook, New York 12545 
845-677-3002 
845-677-3008 (fax) 

Dutchess Land Conservancy is a private, non-profit land conserva­
tion organization dedicated to preserving the rural countryside of 
Dutchess County, New York. The Conservancy was formed to protect 
the county's unparalleled scenic resources, agricultural heritage, historic 
settlement patterns, and diverse natural ecosystems. 

The Conservancy fosters the belief that the public has a legitimate 
interest in Dutchess County's cultural heritage, agricultural productivi­
ty, biological diversity, and its recreational and visual resources. It is 
the public interest in these resources that the Conservancy attempts to 
protect for present and future generations. Through voluntary land 
transactions with private landowners, land planning assistance, and 
public education, the Conservancy helps to channel new development 
in ways which reinforce natural and working landscapes and create 
balanced rural communities. 
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